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Introduction
This is a brief summary of Pan Purbeck Action Campaign's analysis of Purbeck's partial review of the 
local plan and the 2015 Eastern Dorset SHMA. [See PRLP-171116-1 and PRLP-311216-1 for 
further details].

General Observations

1. National housing need is met if all local authorities, HMAs or sub-regions house their own 
demographic household growth (as projected by DCLG & the ONS). This should be a 
fundamental point of reference when reviewing the conclusions of SHMAs.

2. Demographic projections already include internal migration that is consistent with historic 
economic growth, so only off-trend economic development should change the projections.

3. Where economic projections demand more labour than the demographics can supply, one 
must ask where will the extra people come from? Increases in one area must be balanced by 
reductions in others as people are a finite resource within the ONS population projections.

4. Bizarrely, government guidance1 to ignore economic housing need if it is lower than 
demographic need would result in too few households nationally to occupy the planned 
housing (according to the ONS population projections).

5. Industry strives to reduce its existing labour force and increase productivity.  This constant 
attrition of jobs can exceed the rate of job creation. Economic growth does not necessarily 
imply more jobs.

6. Building houses does not ensure job creation. If houses are built in anticipation of job growth 
there is a danger of rising unemployment in a district or unsustainable commuting.

7. Residents' commutes to work are insensitive to local authority boundaries.  Changes in jobs, 
housing, or transport will change commuting patterns. A strategic planning approach is needed 
across an entire commutable area, including neighbouring HMAs.

8. National population and household projections are quite variable, so long-term planning is 
subject to significant uncertainty.

9. The statistical reliability of data in SHMAs is often quite poor, though this is often ignored.
10. A SHMA is one of the most important planning analyses with financial implications running 

into billions of pounds across an HMA. Its integrity and accuracy are vital.
11. There is no such thing as the Objectively Assessed Need for housing as there are many 

subjective assumptions in the assessment with many possible outcomes.

Comments on the 2015 SHMA

1. Purbeck's demographic growth in households to 2033 is around 110-120 pa (ex DCLG).
2. Purbeck's population would support around 1200 extra jobs (2013-33) demographically.
3. Purbeck could support an additional 2500 in-district jobs (2013-33) demographically if 

there were no net commuting in or out by 2033.
4. So, there is a need for job creation even without requiring net inward migration above the 

1 This guidance was stated and applied in the SHMA, but I have been unable to find a government source for it.
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ONS projections.
5. Evidence to support the economic projections of the SHMA is lacking.
6. The SHMA has not processed the economic projections correctly.
7. The SHMA has not allowed commuting patterns to change, which has a big impact on housing 

need in Purbeck. This is unrealistic, especially given the location of Dorset Green.
8. Sensitivity to changes in assumptions or data was not explored.
9. According to the SHMA, the economically-driven growth in dwellings in Purbeck is 92% 

greater than the demographic growth.  This is out of proportion with the HMA as a whole (c.f. 
~12%) and indicative of incorrect assumptions and unrealistic economic projections.

10. An average 13.1% vacancy rate is too high for new housing in Purbeck.

Abbreviations

DCLG Department for Communities and Local Government

HMA Housing Market Area

ONS Office of National Statistics

SHMA Strategic Housing Market Assessment
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