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Item 14 
Council Meeting – 21 February 2017 

Local Plan Partial Review 

1. Purpose of report 

To seek approval for various matters relating to the Purbeck Local Plan Partial Review, 
including renaming the work; establishing a Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five Local 
Forums to help inform and shape the plan; updating the Forward Plan for the Partial Review 
Advisory Group; and updating the Council’s Local Development Scheme which sets out the 
timetable for the preparation of local plan documents. 

2. Key issues 

2.1 Following the Partial Review Options consultation which took place in 2016, the Council 
arranged for the Planning Advisory Service (PAS) to undertake an independent review of 
the Partial Review process. The PAS review has now been completed, and identifies a 
number of recommendations for the Council to consider as it progresses with the Local Plan 
Partial Review. The full PAS report will be available online shortly at: 
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/purbeck-partial-review  

2.2 This report seeks Council approval to implement the PAS recommendations in relation to 
the renaming of the Partial Review, the timetable for plan preparation, and the preparation 
of a new programme of community engagement. The PAS review also includes 
recommendations relating to the Eastern Dorset Strategic Housing Market Assessment 
(SHMA) Update. The SHMA Update will be overseen by officers from all the Eastern Dorset 
local authorities. Officers will seek to ensure that the PAS recommendations are 
implemented once work commences on the SHMA update. 

3. Recommendation 

That Council:  

(1) notes that the scope and extent of the work undertaken to date on the Purbeck Local 
Plan Partial Review is more commensurate with a full comprehensive review and 
revision of the Local Plan; 

(2) agrees that the ‘Purbeck Local Plan Partial Review’ should henceforth be referred to 
as the ‘Purbeck Local Plan Review’, and that the name of the Purbeck Local Plan 
Partial Review Advisory Group should be changed to the Purbeck Local Plan Review 
Advisory Group; 

(3) approves the establishment of a Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five Local Forums 
to help inform and shape the Local Plan Review; 

(4) agrees that nominations for the chair of each Local Forum should be open to all district 
councillors, with the chair of each forum being confirmed by the Leader of the Council, 
the Chair of the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group, and the Leader of the 
Liberal Democrat Group. 

https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/purbeck-partial-review
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(5) approves the proposed forward plan for the Local Plan Review Advisory Group; and 

(6) adopts the updated Local Development Scheme. 

4. Policy issues 

4.1 How will this affect the environment, social issues and the local economy?  

The Local Plan Review will impact on a wide range of environmental, social and economic 
issues, and in some cases decisions taken through the Local Plan Review will necessitate 
taking a balanced approach to conflicting objectives. The proposals set out in this paper will 
enable the Council to make timely progress with the Local Plan Review, whilst also offering 
opportunities for genuine community engagement to help inform and shape the plan. The 
final plan will have implications for the Council’s corporate priorities of protecting and 
enhancing the natural environment, meeting the housing needs of local people, and 
improving the local economy and infrastructure. 

4.2 Implications 

4.2.1 Resources 

 Officers currently consider that the proposals set out in this paper can be delivered 
within existing staffing resources and within the current agreed Local Plan budget. 
However, it is important to note that there are a number of uncertainties in relation 
to the Local Plan Review. As an example, the Government’s forthcoming Housing 
White Paper may include recommendations for changes to national policy and 
guidance, which the Council would need to take into account. It will therefore be 
important to keep the issue of resources under review as the Local Plan Review 
progresses. 

4.2.2 Equalities 

 Officers have prepared an Equalities Impact Assessment (EqIA) for the proposal to 
establish the Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five Local Forums (see  
Appendix 1). The EqIA recommends that the Council should monitor who attends 
each forum, to identify any gaps in representation which can then be addressed. 
Officers will ensure that attendance at the forums is monitored in line with the EqIA 
recommendation. 

5. Main report  

Proposal to rename the Purbeck Local Plan Partial Review 

5.1 The PAS report includes the following recommendation in relation to the scope of the Local 
Plan Partial Review: 

“In view of the extensive work that has already been undertaken on the Partial Review, the 
current pause in the project should be used by the Council to now take the Local Plan 
forward as a Full Review and Revision of the Council’s Local Plan.  We recognise that this 
may necessitate some additional work, such as the formulation of detailed policies and 
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proposals, beyond that originally programmed, but this should be commenced as soon as 
possible”. 

5.2 This recommendation reflects the fact that the scope of the Partial Review has increased 
significantly since 2012, largely due to changes to national policy and updates to the 
Council’s evidence base. In addition, officers have found that some policies could benefit 
from wording changes that would strengthen them. 

5.3 As part of the Partial Review Options consultation undertaken in 2016, the Council 
consulted on proposed changes to 16 policies in the current Purbeck Local Plan Part 1 
(PLP1). However, many other existing policies would also need consequential updates, 
depending on key decisions such as those relating to potential housing and employment 
numbers and sites. A summary of PLP1 policies which may need revising is presented at 
Appendix 2 and this shows that 31 of the 34 existing policies are likely to need updating. In 
addition, the Council consulted on four proposed new policies as part of the Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

5.4 In light of the above, officers recommend that the Partial Review should now be referred to 
as a full Local Plan Review, and that the name of the Partial Review Advisory Group should 
be amended accordingly. 

Proposal to establish Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five Local Forums 

5.5 The Council received over 3,300 responses to the Partial Review Options consultation, and 
this reflects a high level of interest in the local plan process across the district. However, 
despite the high level of responses to the Options consultation, the Council did receive 
feedback suggesting that the consultation material was too complex and that the overall 
process is too ‘top-down’, with a need for more opportunities for genuine engagement. 

5.6 Following the consultation, officers and councillors have met with a range of local groups 
and representatives to discuss issues and concerns about the Local Plan Review, and to 
explain the actions the Council is taking to try and address these concerns. These meetings 
have been useful and constructive in helping officers and councillors to understand local 
concerns, and to start to discuss potential solutions.  

5.7 There is now an opportunity to build on this approach and for the Council to offer improved 
opportunities for genuine community engagement as the plan progresses. This is reflected 
in the PAS report, which recommends the following: 

“The Council should now use the current opportunity afforded by the “pause” to consider a 
new programme of community engagement on the Local Plan later in 2017, when it is in a 
position to present updated evidence and potential options to residents and community 
groups, possibly through Local Forums across the district. This should involve District 
Councillors for the areas concerned”. 

5.8 Officers are therefore recommending that the Council establishes five Local Forums, 
covering different spatial areas of the district. These Local Forums will provide an 
opportunity for local residents, town and parish councils, landowners, developers, and other 
stakeholders, to discuss the emerging evidence base for the Local Plan Review, and to 
provide suggestions to the Local Plan Review Advisory Group in regard to the content of 
the final plan.  
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5.9 The Local Forums will replace the current approach of using Town and Parish Council 

Workshops, and will offer an opportunity for a different form of consultation as the Local 
Plan Review progresses. This form of consultation is already supported by the Purbeck 
District Council Statement of Community Involvement (adopted March 2013) which 
indicates that the Council may ‘host conferences, workshops and focus groups which may 
be area or subject specific’. 

5.10 Officers propose that the geographical scope for the Local Forums should follow the five 
spatial areas of the district, as identified in the PLP1. These spatial areas are illustrated in 
Figure 1, whilst Table 1 identifies the parishes and existing groups within each forum area. 

Figure 1: Proposed geographical scope of local forums 
 

 

 Table 1: Parishes and existing groups within each forum area 

Parishes within forum area Other existing groups within forum area 

North West Purbeck Local Forum 

5.11 Affpuddle and Turnerspuddle; Bere Regis; 
Bloxworth 

Bere Regis Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group 

North East Purbeck Local Forum 

Lytchett Matravers; Lytchett Minster and 
Upton; Morden 

Lytchett Matravers Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group; Community Action Lytchett 
Matravers; LYMPWatch. 

Central Purbeck Local Forum 

Arne; East Holme; East Stoke; Wareham St 
Martin; Wareham Town 

Arne Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group; 
North Wareham residents and allotment 
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Parishes within forum area Other existing groups within forum area 

holders; Wareham Neighbourhood Plan 
Steering Group 

South West Purbeck Local Forum 

Chaldon Herring; Coombe Keynes; East 
Lulworth; Moreton; Tyneham; West 
Lulworth; Winfrith Newburgh and East 
Knighton; Wool 

Wool Parish Council Working Group; 
WoolRATH 

South East Purbeck Local Forum 

Church Knowle; Corfe Castle; Kimmeridge; 
Langton Matravers; Steeple; Studland; 
Swanage; Worth Matravers 

Swanage Local Plan Steering Group 

 
5.12 Officers have prepared draft Terms of Reference for the Local Forums, which are attached 

at Appendix 3. Key points in the draft Terms of Reference can be summarised as follows: 

 The main purpose of the Local Forums will be to provide constructive suggestions to 
the Local Plan Review Advisory Group, but it is envisaged that the Local Forums will 
continue once the Local Plan Review is adopted; 

 Each Local Forum will be chaired by an elected member of Purbeck District Council, 
with nominations for the chair being agreed by the Leader of the Council, the Chair of 
the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group and the Leader of the Liberal 
Democrat Group; 

 Each Local Forum will be open to anyone with an interest in planning for the local area 
concerned, and all forum meetings will be open to the public to attend; 

 The Council will seek to ensure that all local forums include people from a broad age 
range where possible, with a particular focus on engaging younger people; 

 The Council will provide secretariat support for each forum, including organisation of 
meetings, preparation and circulation of agendas, and preparation of summary notes 
which will focus on key actions;  

 All agendas and notes will be published on the Dorsetforyou website; and 

 A Senior Planning Policy Officer will be nominated to support each forum, providing 
advice and information in relation to planning policy matters. 

5.13 In addition to the five Local Forums, officers are also proposing to establish a Purbeck 
Infrastructure Forum. Draft terms of reference for the Purbeck Infrastructure Forum are 
presented at Appendix 4 and key points can be summarised as follows: 

 The main purpose of the Purbeck Infrastructure Forum will be to help inform the 
content of the Purbeck Local Plan Review and the Purbeck Infrastructure Delivery 
Plan; 
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 The Purbeck Infrastructure Forum will be chaired by the Council’s Economy and 

Infrastructure Portfolio Holder, whilst a vice-Chair will be elected from amongst the 
forum membership; 

 The forum membership will include one representative from each of the five Local 
Forums, as well as representatives of infrastructure providers and key statutory 
consultees within Purbeck; 

 Meetings of the Purbeck Infrastructure Forum will be open to the public to attend; 

 The Council will provide secretariat support for the forum, including organisation of 
meetings, preparation and circulation of agendas, and preparation of summary notes 
which will focus on key actions; 

 All agendas and notes will be published on the Dorsetforyou website; and 

 A Senior Planning Policy Officer will be nominated to support the forum, providing 
advice and information in relation to planning policy matters. 

5.14 The proposed Infrastructure Forum and the five Local Forums will have the opportunity to 
provide any suggestions directly to the Local Plan Review Advisory Group, and the overall 
proposed governance structure is illustrated in figure 2. In each case, the aim will be to 
achieve consensus on as many issues as possible before the examination of the Local Plan 
Review. Whilst it is important to recognise that there are likely to be some remaining areas 
of disagreement, it is hoped that the forums will ensure that all interested parties have an 
opportunity to influence the content and delivery of the final plan.  
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 Figure 2: Proposed governance structure for the Purbeck Local Plan Review 
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Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group Forward Plan 

5.15 The governance arrangements for the Partial Review Advisory Group state that meetings 
and the Group’s work programme will be arranged in line with the necessary milestones for 
the production of the Partial Review. 

5.16 The Forward Plan for the Advisory Group is updated on a regular basis, to take account of 
changes to the timetable and to reflect matters arising at each Advisory Group meeting. 

5.17 At its meeting on 2 November 2016, the Advisory Group approved a forward plan which 
included suggested agenda items for the March 2017 Advisory Group meeting, and which 
proposed two dates in March 2017 for town and parish council drop-in sessions. This 
forward plan did not extend beyond March 2017. 

5.18 The PAS report highlights (at recommendation 2) the importance of preparing and 
publishing a revised timeline for the ongoing preparation of the Local Plan Review. Officers 
have therefore updated the Forward Plan, to set out the proposed timeline for preparation of 
the Local Plan Review Pre-submission Document. The Pre-submission Document is 
effectively the ‘final draft’ of the plan, and would need to be published for 6 weeks for 
comments before being submitted (along with any representations received) to the planning 
inspectorate for an independent examination. 

5.19 The proposed updated Forward Plan is presented at Appendix 5. The Town and Parish 
Council drop-in sessions and workshops would be replaced by the Local Forums, which 
have the advantage of being open to anyone to attend. It is important to note that the 
updated Forward Plan does not include any ‘formal’ consultation periods before the 
publication of the Local Plan Review Pre-submission Document. Instead, it is anticipated 
that the Local Forums and the Purbeck Infrastructure Forum will offer a more accessible 
format for interested parties to help shape and inform the plan.  

Updated Local Development Scheme 

5.20 The Local Development Scheme (LDS) is a three year timetable for the preparation of local 
planning policies. The Council adopted the most recent LDS on 8 March 2016, and this now 
needs updating to reflect new timetables for the preparation of the Local Plan Review, the 
Community Infrastructure Levy Review and the Swanage Local Plan.  

5.21 Officers have prepared an updated LDS which is attached at Appendix 6. The main 
updates can be summarised as follows: 

5.21.1 Updates to the timetable for the Purbeck Local Plan Review, and associated updates 
to the timetable for the Community Infrastructure Levy Review, which is being 
prepared alongside the Local Plan Review. 

5.21.2 Updates to explain that the evidence base for the Joint Dorset-wide Gypsy and 
Traveller (including Travelling Showpeople) Development Plan Document (DPD) is 
currently being updated, and that the timetable for the DPD is being discussed with 
authorities across Dorset. 

5.21.3 Updates to the timetable for the Swanage Local Plan. 



 
 

9 
 

Item 14 
5.21.4 Addition of references to the following emerging Supplementary Planning Documents 

(SPDs): Swanage Town Centre Redevelopment Site Development Brief; Swanage 
Green Infrastructure Strategy; Swanage Conservation Area Management Plan; Joint 
Poole Harbour Recreation Supplementary Planning Document. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendices: 
  
1 - Equalities Impact Assessment: proposal to establish Purbeck Infrastructure 

Forum and five Local Forums  
2 -  Summary of Purbeck Local Plan Part 1 (PLP1) policies which may need revising 

as part of the Local Plan Partial Review 
3 - Draft Terms of Reference for Local Forums 
4 -  Draft Terms of Reference for Purbeck Infrastructure Forum 
5 -  Draft Forward Plan for the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group 
6 -  Draft Local Development Scheme 
 
Background papers: 
 

 Purbeck Local Plan Partial Review Revised Policies Background Paper (June 2016), 
available online at: https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/purbeck-partial-review  

 Purbeck District Council Statement of Community Involvement (adopted March 2013), 
available online at: https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/purbeck-planning-policy  
 

For further information contact:- 
 
Anna Lee, Planning Policy Manager 

https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/purbeck-partial-review
https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/purbeck-planning-policy
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Executive Summary 

1. This Equalities Impact Assessment (EQIA) is published alongside the Purbeck Local 
Plan Partial Review Council paper, 21st February 2017.  

2. The EQIA considers the impact of recommendation 3 of the Council report (paragraph 
3.1) which recommends that Council: 

“Approves the establishment of a Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five Local Forums 
to help inform and shape the Local Plan Review”. 

3. The EQIA identifies one ‘action planning recommendation’ which can be summarised 
as follows: 

Monitoring of attendees: we should monitor who attends each forum – both members of 

the forum and members of the public - to help us ensure that we have a good 

understanding of the groups we are reaching and to identify any gaps in the 

representation which we can then seek to address.  

Item 14, Appendix 1
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Purbeck Local Plan Partial Review: Proposal to establish 

Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five Local Forums  

EqIA of Proposed Forums 

 

Q1.  What is the title of the strategy, policy, service or review? 
 

4. Proposal to establish Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five Local Forums 

5. Which Officers are 
involved in the EqIA? 

Anna Lee, Planning Policy Manager 
Cari Wooldridge, Planning Officer 
 

6. Date of Assessment. February 2017 

7. What are you impact 
assessing? 

Proposal to establish Purbeck Infrastructure Forum and five 
Local Forums 

8. Existing/New/ 
Changing / /Revision 

New ‘forum’ approach to consultation  

9. Other (Additional 
information) 

None 

Q2.  What are the aims and objectives of the strategy and which 
Corporate priorities are they designed to meet? 

Relevant corporate priorities 

10. All of the following Purbeck District Council corporate priorities for 2013 – 2018 are 
relevant to consultation on the Partial Review: 

 Enhancing local communities and involvement; 

 Being an efficient and effective council; 

 Protecting and enhancing the natural environment; 

 Meeting the housing needs of local people; 

 Improving the local economy and infrastructure. 

Aims and objectives of the strategy 

11. To ensure that the next stage of consultation on the Partial Review:   

 is less complex and top-down;  

 provides sufficient opportunity for genuine engagement with local groups and 
representatives, and infrastructure providers; and, 

Item 14, Appendix 1
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 enables officers and councillors to understand local concerns and provide the 
opportunity to discuss potential solutions.  

12. Establishment and engagement of the forums will provide a third stage of consultation 
on the Partial Review, the outcomes of which will inform the preparation of a Local 
Plan pre-submission document.  

Q3.  Who will it have an impact on e.g. public, visitors, staff, members, 

and partners?   

13. The main impact of the forums as a form of consultation will be on: 

 Purbeck residents and landowners; 

 Purbeck’s local groups and representatives; 

 Purbeck’s infrastructure providers; 

 Purbeck’s service users; and 

 Businesses operating in Purbeck and neighbouring areas.  

Q4.  Are there any potential barriers to implementing changes to the 

strategy, e.g. capacity or financial issues? 

14. None are anticipated. 

Q5.  Who will be involved in implementing this strategy?   

15. The consultation methods of ‘forums’ are recommended by the Planning Policy 
Manager who will have overall responsibility for their implementation.  

16. The Communications Officer will provide advice, as required, to the forums on 
communication style and format, consultation and exhibition materials, and the use of 
plain English. 

17. The forums are supported by the General Manager for planning. 

Local Forums 

18. Each Local Forum will be chaired by an elected member of Purbeck District Council.  

19. A Senior Planning Policy Officer will be nominated to support each forum, providing 
advice and information in relation to planning policy matters. 

20. Each Local Forum will be open to anyone with an interest in planning for the local area 
concerned, and all forum meetings will be open to the public to attend.  

Infrastructure Forum 

21. The Infrastructure Forum will be chaired by the Council’s Economy and Infrastructure 
Portfolio Holder and vice-chaired by an individual elected from amongst the forum 
membership. 

Item 14, Appendix 1
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22. The forum membership will include one representative from each of the five Local 
Forums, as well as representatives of infrastructure providers and key statutory 
consultees within Purbeck. 

23. A Senior Planning Policy Officer will be nominated to support the forum, providing 
advice and information in relation to planning policy matters. 

24. Meetings of the Purbeck Infrastructure Forum will be open to the public to attend. 

 

Q6.  What data do you already have, broken down by equality strands, 

about your service users or the people your policy will have an impact 

on?  

Current available data  
(unless otherwise stated, sourced from: https://apps.geowessex.com/stats/AreaProfiles/District/purbeck) 

 

Population 

25. The current population of Purbeck is 46,210 (mid-year estimates) up from 44,610 a 
decade ago and this is expected to grow to 49,892 by 2039 (population projections). 

Age profiles  

26. Purbeck has a high proportion of people aged 55 to 79, and a lower proportion of 
people aged 15 to 44. Around 27% of people in Purbeck are aged 65 and over 
compared with 18% nationally.  

Ethnic groups 

27. Only 3.8% of the population are Black Minority Ethnic (BME) compared with 19.5% 
in England & Wales.  

Socio-economic classifications  

28. 190 people or 0.4% of the population claim ‘Key out of work benefits’ in Purbeck. 1.  

Access 

29. Only 33% of Purbeck residents live in urban areas compared with 82% in England and 
Wales.2  

30. Car ownership is high in Purbeck with 42% of all households having 2 or more cars. 
Only 14% of households do not own a car or van compared to 26% in England and 
Wales. 

                                            
 

1 Source: https://apps.geowessex.com/stats/Topics/Topic/Economy  - ONS from NOMIS 19 January 2017 – 

Claimant Count - includes job seeker allowance and universal credit (rounded)  
2 ONS Mid year population estimates 2012 
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31. The number of people travelling to work by public transport is low at 2% compared to 
11% nationally3.  

Housing 

32. There are 22,129 dwellings in Purbeck, of which 19,600 are occupied.  

33. The ratio of lower quartile house price to lower quartile earning in Purbeck in 2015 was 
11.17 compared with 7.02 for England4. 

34. Around 3% of Dorset dwellings are second homes/holiday homes compared to the 7% 
in Purbeck.  

Economic activity 

35. Purbeck has around 16,700 employees. Around 20% of the population are retired 
compared to almost 14% across England and Wales5.  

36. 38.6% of usual residents aged 16 to 74 that are in employment work in high skill 
occupations compared to 40.1% across Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole, and 40.9% in 
England and Wales.  

37. Average gross weekly earnings for residents are £464 compared to £530 for England 
and Wales. 

Q7. Do you need any further information broken down by equality 

strands to inform this Equality Assessment? 

38. No additional information is needed for this particular assessment.  

Q8.  Is there any potential for direct or indirect discrimination? 

39. Yes. However, most of the issues will be addressed in the formation of the forums and 
the forum event planning stage.  

40. This assessment has been made with reference to a range of groups summarised as 
follows: 

Theme Potential discrimination 

Age Young people do not often attend formal planning consultation 
events. Statistically, the younger age groups are also less likely 
to be invited to submit an expression of interest to join a local 
forum through the random sample of households in each local 
forum area.  

Disability Possible access issues around mobility (to attend forum 
events), potential sight and hearing issues. 

                                            
 

3 2011 Census of population 
4 https://www.gov.uk/government/statistical-data-sets/live-tables-on-housing-market-and-house-prices - Tables 
576 to 578: ratio of house price to earnings (lower quartile and median) by local authority, from 1997 
5 https://apps.geowessex.com/census/Data/SummaryStats#workingpatterns – Occupations data 
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Race and ethnicity BME groups are not often well represented at formal planning 
consultation events. Statistically, BME groups are also less 
likely to be invited to submit an expression of interest to join a 
local forum through the random sample of households in each 
local forum area. 

Gender reassignment None identified. 

Sexual orientation None identified. 

Faith or belief Potential faith or belief discrimination if non-neutral venues are 
used for forum events.  

Marriage and civil 
partnerships 

None identified. 

Pregnancy and maternity None identified. 

Other socially excluded 
groups 

Potential for indirect discrimination for people with low literacy 
skills.  

Recommendations to address potential discrimination  

Younger people 

41. Work with youth providers, youth groups and/or schools to consider ways to engage 
young people in the forums to give them the opportunity to have their say.  

42. Invite younger people (18-44) to engage in forums through contact with businesses, 
school newsletters and forums e.g. PTFA groups and governors, and GP surgeries, 
surgery newsletters and related groups. 

Disability and accessibility of venues 

43. All forum venues should be DDA compliant to ensure access for people who are 
wheelchair users or have mobility issues.  

44. Venues will be selected in each of the five spatial areas. This will minimise the need for 
attendees to travel and provide people with a sense of ownership and involvement. 

45. The date and times of forum meetings will be determined and agreed by the forum 
groups. Meeting times should ensure that members of the forums with other full / part-
time commitments such as work, attending school or caring responsibilities, are able to 
attend.  

Race and ethnicity 

46. The invite for expressions of interest to join the local forums will be sent to all contacts 
on planning policy database, as well as local businesses, schools, landowners, site 
promoters, Registered Providers (RPs), and GP surgeries. In addition, the invitation 
will be sent to a random sample of households within each local forum area. The wide 
invite may reach people from BME groups. The County Council liaison officer may 
provide support to engage the minority ethnic group of gyspies, travellers and travelling 
showpeople.  

Other socially excluded groups  

47. Each Local Forum will be open to anyone with an interest in planning for the local area, 
and all forum meetings will be open to the public to attend. Any notes, consultation 
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materials and exhibition materials prepared by the forums will be required to be 
produced in plain English. Consultation materials will be written in Arial 12 point font. 
Large print documents must also be available on request. 

48. One senior planning officer will be in attendance at each forum to provide information 
and answer questions. This face-to-face approach may reduce potential indirect 
discrimination for people with low literacy skills. 

49. All documents and supporting material will be available on the Dorsetforyou website 
where most documents use ‘text-to-speech’ technology.  

 

Action planning recommendations 

Monitoring of attendees 

50. Monitoring who forms part of each forum and attendance at each forum event will help 
to ensure that we have a good understanding of the groups we are engaging and to 
identify any gaps in representation which we can then seek to address.  

51. The following monitoring data should be gathered:  

 The date, time and venue of the event; 

 The number of forum attendees and demographic information; 

 The number of public attendees and demographic information (if possible).  

52. The following demographic information should be gathered if possible (without being 
obtrusive):    

 Postcode; 

 Age grouping (i.e. match census age groupings); and  

 Employment status, (i.e. employed, unemployed, retired, primary carer, student).  

53. The monitoring requirements for events are set out in Appendix 1. 
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Appendix 1: Monitoring of attendees 

Who Are You? 

To help us monitor who we are managing to engage with we would be grateful if you could tick 

the appropriate categories below and provide additional information as necessary  

Male    Female    

Your Postcode 
BH16 5 

 
BH19 3     

 
BH21 4 

 

 
BH20 4     

 
DT2 7 

 

BH16 6 
 

BH20 5     
 

DT2 8 
 

BH19 1     
 

BH20 6     
 

DT11 9       
 

BH19 2    
 

BH20 7 
   

Age group 

10 – 19 years  60 – 69 years  

20 – 29 years  70 – 79 years  

30 – 39 years  80 – 89 years  

40 – 49 years  90+ years  

50 – 59 years    

Please indicate your employment status 

Employed  Unemployed  

Retired  Primary Carer  

Student  Self employed  

Was the timing of this event convenient for you? 

Yes  No  

If not what time would be most convenient? 

 

Is the venue of the event convenient and suitable? 

Yes  No  

If no, what are your main concerns? 
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Do you have any additional comments on the event? 
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Summary of Purbeck Local Plan Part 1 (PLP1) policies which may need 

revising as part of the Local Plan Partial Review 

Ref. PLP1 Policy Comments 

1 Policy LD: General 
Location of Development 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but may need consequential updates. 

2 Policy NW: North West 
Purbeck 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

3 Policy SW: South West 
Purbeck 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

4 Policy CEN: Central 
Purbeck 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

5 Policy NE: North East 
Purbeck 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

6 Policy SE: South East 
Purbeck 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

7 Policy CO: Countryside Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

8 Policy HS: Housing Supply No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

9 Policy AHT: Affordable 
Housing Tenure 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

10 Policy AH: Affordable 
Housing 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

11 Policy RES: Rural 
Exceptions Sites 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

12 Policy GT: Gypsies, 
Travellers and Travelling 
Show People 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

13 Policy BIO: Biodiversity 
and Geodiversity 

No changes proposed to date, but wording 
may need strengthening. 

14 Policy DH: Dorset Heaths 
International Designations 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

15 Policy PH: Poole Harbour Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

16 Policy RFS: Retail Floor 
Space Supply 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

17 Policy RP: Retail Provision Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

18 Policy CF: Community 
Facilities and Services 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 
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Ref. PLP1 Policy Comments 

19 Policy GI: Green 
Infrastructure, Recreation 
and Sports Facilities 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but may need consequential updates. 

20 Policy FR: Flood Risk Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

21 Policy GP: Groundwater 
Protection 

No updates likely to be needed. 

22 Policy CE: Coastal 
Erosion 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

23 Policy D: Design Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

24 Policy REN: Renewable 
Energy 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

25 Policy LHH: Landscape, 
Historic Environment and 
Heritage 

Changes may be required following the Partial 
Review Options consultation in 2016. 

26 Policy ELS: Employment 
Land Supply 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but would need consequential updates. 

27 Policy E: Employment Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

28 Policy TA: Tourist 
Accommodation and 
Attractions 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

29 Policy MOD: Military 
Needs 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

30 Policy CZ: Consultation 
Zones 

No updates likely to be needed. 

31 Policy IAT: Improving 
Accessibility and 
Transport 

Changes proposed as part of Partial Review 
Options consultation. 

32 Policy ATS: Implementing 
an Appropriate Transport 
Strategy for Purbeck 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but will need updating to reflect change in 
approach to transport contributions. 

33 Policy SD: Presumption in 
Favour of Sustainable 
Development 

No updates likely to be needed. 

34 Policy DEV: Development 
Contributions 

No specific wording change proposed to date, 
but will need updating to reflect change in 
approach to development contributions. 
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DRAFT 
 

XX PURBECK LOCAL FORUM 

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 
1. Purbeck District Council has agreed to establish a XX Purbeck Local Forum to help inform the 

content of the Purbeck Local Plan Review in relation to the XX Purbeck area.  

Purpose 

2. The main purpose of the XX Purbeck Local Forum (the Forum) is to provide an opportunity for 
local residents, town and parish councils, landowners, developers and other stakeholders with 
an interest in the XX Purbeck area to discuss the emerging evidence base for the Local Plan 
Review, and to provide constructive suggestions to the Local Plan Review Advisory Group. 
The Forum will not have any decision making powers. 

3. The Forum will assist Purbeck District Council in preparing a Local Plan Review which is: 

(a) informed by engagement with key stakeholders, including the local community;  

(b) positively prepared, in that the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks to 
meet objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements, including unmet 
requirements from neighbouring authorities, where it is reasonable to do so and consistent 
with achieving sustainable development; 

(c) justified, in that the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered against 
the reasonable alternatives, based on proportionate evidence; 

(d) effective, in that the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint 
working on cross-boundary strategic priorities;  

(e) consistent with national policy, in that the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable 
development in accordance with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework; 
and 

(f) prepared in timely manner, in order to minimise the risk of ‘planning by appeal’ in the 
absence of an up-to-date local plan. 

4. The Forum will inform the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group of the outcomes of 
discussions in the interest of achieving a sound Local Plan Review for Purbeck.  

5. It is envisaged that the Forum will continue after the Local Plan Review is adopted, and will 
take a role in assisting with the delivery of the plan. 

Structure and Membership 

6. Membership of the Forum will be open to all those with an interest in planning for the XX 
Purbeck area, including (but not limited to): 

 the Purbeck District Councillors covering the wards within the XX Purbeck area; 

 all town and parish councils within the XX Purbeck area; 

 any Neighbourhood Plan Steering Groups within the XX Purbeck area;  

 any landowners and developers with a specific interest in the XX Purbeck area; 

 local residents and any groups representing residents with the XX Purbeck area; 

 representatives of local businesses, schools and GP surgeries; and 

 Registered Providers (RPs) operating within the XX Purbeck area. 
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7. The Council will seek to ensure that the Forum includes people from a broad age range where 
possible, with a particular focus on engaging younger people. 

8. Groups, bodies and organisations may be asked to nominate a single spokesperson to take 
part in discussions of the Forum, in order to ensure a manageable debate.  

9. Meetings of the Forum will be arranged on a ‘needs’ basis. 

10. Purbeck District Council will provide secretariat support for the Forum, including organisation 
of meetings, preparation and circulation of agendas, and preparation of summary notes which 
will focus on key actions.  

11. Draft notes should be circulated within 10 working days to enable member organisations to act 
as soon as possible if necessary. 

12. All agendas and notes will be published on the Dorsetforyou website, and all meetings of the 
Forum will be open to the public. 

13. A Senior Planning Policy Officer will be nominated to support the Forum, acting as a first point 
of contact and providing advice and information in relation to planning policy matters. Other 
Purbeck District Council officers may attend meetings of the Forum as and when required. 

Chairman  

14. The Working Group shall be chaired by an elected member of Purbeck District Council, with 
nominations for the chair being agreed by the Leader of the Council, the Chair of the Purbeck 
Local Plan Review Advisory Group and the Leader of the Liberal Democrat Group.  

15. The Chairman will be reviewed annually at the first meeting after May.   

16. In the absence of the Chairman, the Forum may elect one of its local authority members to 
preside at that meeting. 

Voting Arrangements 

17. The Forum has no executive powers and its principal purpose is to provide an opportunity for 
all interested parties to engage constructively on local plan issues affecting the XX Purbeck 
area.  Consequently voting will not normally be required for the majority of matters considered 
by the Forum. In the event that a vote is taken, the outcome cannot prejudice decisions taken 
by Purbeck District Council. Furthermore, any voting on matters does not necessarily reflect 
the views of any Council. Each member of the Forum shall have one vote. All reasonable 
endeavours will be made to settle matters by consensus.  

Responsibilities 

18. To act in the wider interest of preparing a sound Local Plan Review for Purbeck in accordance 
with the timescales set out in the Council’s Local Development Scheme.  

19. To meet when required to receive and discuss reports, evidence and findings from officers of 
Purbeck District Council and others with an interest in planning matters in the XX Purbeck 
area. 

20. To provide constructive suggestions to the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group. 
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DRAFT 
 

PURBECK INFRASTRUCTURE FORUM 

DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE 

 
1. Purbeck District Council has agreed to establish a Purbeck Infrastructure Forum to help inform 

the content of the Purbeck Local Plan Review and the Purbeck Infrastructure Delivery Plan.  

Purpose 

2. The main purpose of the Purbeck Infrastructure Forum (the Forum) is to provide an opportunity 
for infrastructure providers, landowners, developers and other stakeholders with an interest in 
the provision of infrastructure in the Purbeck area to discuss and inform the emerging evidence 
base for the Local Plan Review, and to provide constructive suggestions to the Local Plan 
Review Advisory Group. The Forum will not have any decision making powers. 

3. The Forum will assist Purbeck District Council in preparing a Local Plan Review which is: 

(a) informed by engagement with key stakeholders, including the local community;  

(b) positively prepared, in that the plan should be prepared based on a strategy which seeks to 
meet objectively assessed development and infrastructure requirements, including unmet 
requirements from neighbouring authorities, where it is reasonable to do so and consistent 
with achieving sustainable development; 

(c) justified, in that the plan should be the most appropriate strategy, when considered against 
the reasonable alternatives, based on proportionate evidence; 

(d) effective, in that the plan should be deliverable over its period and based on effective joint 
working on cross-boundary strategic priorities;  

(e) consistent with national policy, in that the plan should enable the delivery of sustainable 
development in accordance with the policies in the National Planning Policy Framework; 
and 

(f) prepared in timely manner, in order to minimise the risk of ‘planning by appeal’ in the 
absence of an up-to-date local plan. 

4. The Forum will inform the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group of the outcomes of 
discussions in the interest of achieving a sound Local Plan Review for Purbeck.  

5. It is envisaged that the Forum will continue after the Local Plan Review is adopted, and will 
take a role in assisting with the delivery of the plan. 

Structure and Membership 

6. Membership of the Forum will include: 

 at least one Purbeck District Council member of the Purbeck Local Plan Review 
Advisory Group; 

 Purbeck District Council’s Economy and Infrastructure Portfolio Holder; 

 one nominated representative from each of the five Purbeck Local Forums; 

 representatives of infrastructure providers and key statutory consultees covering the 
Purbeck area;  

 any landowners and developers with a specific interest in the Purbeck area. 
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7. Groups, bodies and organisations may be asked to nominate a single spokesperson to take 
part in discussions of the Forum, in order to ensure a manageable debate.  

8. Meetings of the Forum will be arranged on a ‘needs’ basis.  

9. Purbeck District Council will provide secretariat support for the Forum, including organisation 
of meetings, preparation and circulation of agendas, and preparation of summary notes which 
will focus on key actions.  

10. Draft notes should be circulated within 10 working days to enable member organisations to act 
as soon as possible if necessary.  

11. All agendas and notes will be published on the Dorsetforyou website, and all meetings of the 
Forum will be open to the public. 

12. A Senior Planning Policy Officer will be nominated to support the Forum, acting as a first point 
of contact and providing advice and information in relation to planning policy matters. Other 
Purbeck District Council officers may attend meetings of the Forum as and when required. 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

13. The Forum shall be chaired by Purbeck District Council’s Economy and Infrastructure Portfolio 
Holder.  

14. The Vice-Chairman shall be elected from amongst the membership of the Forum.  

15. The Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be reviewed annually at the first meeting after May.   

16. The Vice-Chairman shall preside in the absence of the Chairman. In the absence of both the 
Chairman and the Vice-Chairman at a meeting, the Forum may elect one of its local authority 
members to preside at that meeting. 

Voting Arrangements 

17. The Forum has no executive powers and its principal purpose is to provide an opportunity for 
all interested parties to engage constructively on local plan and infrastructure issues affecting 
the Purbeck area.  Consequently voting will not normally be required for the majority of matters 
considered by the Forum. In the event that a vote is taken, the outcome cannot prejudice 
decisions taken by Purbeck District Council. Furthermore, any voting on matters does not 
necessarily reflect the views of any Council. Each member of the Forum shall have one vote. 
All reasonable endeavours will be made to settle matters by consensus.  

Responsibilities 

18. To act in the wider interest of preparing a sound Local Plan Review and a robust Infrastructure 
Delivery Plan for Purbeck in accordance with the timescales set out in the Council’s Local 
Development Scheme.  

19. To meet when required to receive and discuss reports, evidence and findings from officers of 
Purbeck District Council and others with an interest in planning matters in the Purbeck area. 

20. To provide constructive suggestions to the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group. 
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Forward Plan for the Purbeck Local Plan Review Advisory Group:  

February 2017 
 

Key actions / meetings Date Comments 

Invite expressions of 
interest to join local 
forums 

Early March 
2017 

Invitation to all contacts on planning policy 
database, as well as local businesses, 
schools, landowners, site promoters, 
Registered Providers (RPs), and GP 
surgeries. In addition, invitation to be sent to 
random sample of households within each 
local forum area. 

Purbeck Local Plan 
Review Advisory 
Group Meeting 

16 March 2017 Agenda to include: discussion of vision 
for the Local Plan Review and update on 
various evidence studies. 

First meetings of Local 
Forums and Purbeck 
Infrastructure Forum 

April 2017 Agendas likely to include: terms of 
reference; nomination of representative for 
Purbeck Infrastructure Forum; review of 
local information and work to date; vision for 
area and key issues; and forward plan for 
work of each forum. 

Purbeck Local Plan 
Review Advisory 
Group 

30 May 2017 Agenda to include: updates from first 
meetings of forums; updates on key 
evidence studies; initial officer 
recommendations in relation to overall 
housing target and site options. 

Second meetings of 
Local Forums and 
Purbeck Infrastructure 
Forum 

Early June 2017 Agendas likely to include: discussion of 
overall housing target and site options; 
agreement as to any further work and 
meetings needed to inform forum’s input to 
October Advisory Group meeting.  

Third meetings of Local 
Forums and Purbeck 
Infrastructure Forum 

Mid September 
2017 

Agendas likely to include: agreeing 
constructive suggestions to present to 
Advisory Group; and setting out areas of 
agreement and disagreement in relation to 
overall housing number and site options. 
Suggestions to Advisory Group to include 
schedule of infrastructure requests, if site 
options go ahead. 
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Key actions / meetings Date Comments 

Purbeck Local Plan 
Review Advisory 
Group 

October 2017 Agenda to include: feedback from 
forums on site options and overall 
housing number; officer 
recommendations for broad proposals 
for inclusion in Local Plan Review Pre-
submission Document (overall housing 
target and proposed development sites). 

Officers draft Local Plan 
Review Pre-submission 
Document, based on 
decisions taken at 
October Advisory Group 

October – 
November 2017 

 

Specific areas of text for Local Plan to be 
circulated to forums for comment before 
inclusion in Advisory Group papers. 

Purbeck Local Plan 
Review Advisory 
Group 

December 2017 Agenda to include: consideration of draft 
Local Plan Review Pre-submission 
Document 

Council meeting January 2018 To seek approval to publish the Local Plan 
Review Pre-submission Document. 

Publication of Local 
Plan Review Pre-
submission Document 

February – 
March 2018 

Any representations received will be passed 
to the planning inspector, for consideration 
through the examination of the Local Plan 
Review. 

Further meetings of forums and Local Plan Review Advisory Group to be arranged as 
needed, following the publication of the Local Plan Review Pre-submission Document. 
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